
With the coming of the new year, you may have 
noticed a few new faces around the school.  
Several members have re-
cently joined our team, while 
others have transitioned into 
different roles within DLS.  

Those working with African 
and Asian languages already 
know Molly Sampson, our 
Language Training Assistant 
who is filling Janet Chouôs 
shoes while she is on mater-
nity leave.  Molly has ten 
years of experience as an 
English instructor under her 
belt, having taught in DC, on 
the West Coast, and also in 
Kenya.  She is certified as an 
English proficiency examiner 
for the International Language Testing System 
and brings a unique perspective to DLS with 
her combined degrees in anthropology, educa-
tion, and international development.  

 If you are still looking for Katrina Swan 
at the front desk, then look just a little bit fur-
ther.  As our new Program Coordinator, Katrina 
is concentrating her efforts on improving DLSô 
resources and modernizing the materials avail-
able to our students and instructors.  

 Replacing Katrina as Student Services 
Coordinator is Bridie McCulla, a recent gradu-
ate of Georgetown University who was a lan-

guage student herself in college.  While set-
tling into her new role, Bridie has learned 

that it is a full time job 
just learning the names 
and faces of all of DLSô 
instructors and students!  

Last but not least, we are 
excited to welcome 
Monique Roske to DLS 
as our new Director of 
Business Development.  
Most recently a teacher 
and Language Training 
Supervisor at The Wash-
ington Language Center, 

Monique is well versed in 
language testing, admini-
stration, and instruction.  
She has earned a Masterôs 

Degree  in Multicultural/Multilingual Educa-
tion from George Mason University in addi-
tion to a Masterôs Degree in Liberal Studies 
from Georgetown University.  While working 
as a freelance translator and interpreter, 
Monique taught translation/interpretation at 
Georgetown University for over a decade at 
the former School for Translation and Inter-
pretation. Currently, in her spare time, she 
serves as a tutor and mentor to middle 
schoolers at The Washington Jesuit Academy 
in Northeast DC. All of us are glad to be mov-
ing forward into 2008 with Monique as a 
member of the DLS team. 

Please join us at our next Spotlight on 
the World  event, which focuses on Ara-
bic and the Kingdom of Bahrain.   A 
buffet lunch will be served.   

Date :  Tuesday, March 4, 2008                                  

Time :  12:30 p.m.                            

Location :  6th Floor Conference Room, 
Diplomatic Language Services, 1901 N. Ft 
Myer Drive , Arlington (Rosslyn), VA 

22209.  Our school is located just half a 
block from the Rosslyn metro station.  

Bridie McCulla, Monique Roske, 

Katrina Swan, and Molly 

Sampson  

    New Faces at DLS  

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :  

Spotlight on 

Arabic  

1 

New Faces at 

DLS  

1 

Two from DLS 

Make Mission 

Trip to         

Philippines  

2 

Curriculum  

Development 

at DLS  

2 

Recipe of the 

Month  

3 

In the News  3 

BYKI Language 

Learning    

Software  

4 

  Spotlight on Arabic: The Kingdom of Bahrain  

D I P L O M A T I C  L A N G U A G E  S E R V I C E S  

Language Connection  
S p r i n g  2 0 0 8  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  

o f  i n t e r e s t :  

Spotlight on  

Arabic: The 

Kingdom of 

Bahrain event 

in March  

New staff  

members  

Mission trip to 

the Philippines 

by members of 

DLS staff  

DLSô WTE 

teamôs progress 

in curriculum 

development  

We will have the 
pleasure of welcom-
ing Mrs. Aysha 
Murad Ali, Cul-
tural Attaché at 
the Embassy of 
the Kingdom of 
Bahrain .  She will 
speak on life in Bah-
rain and in the Ara-
bic speaking world, addressing a range of per-
tinent cultural issues and engaging in dialogue 
with all in attendance.  
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Curriculum Development at DLS  

Two from DLS Make Mission 

Trip to the Philippines  

Anyone who has stopped by the WTE room dur-
ing a normal work day has seen how concentrated our 
team always appears ï they are clearly on a mission.   

This month two of our team  members, Romy 
and Kaye Capuli, literally will be on a mission. In late 
February, they will depart on their Medical, Dental, Re-
lief, & Evangelistic Mission 2008 in support of indigent 
local populations in the Philippines.  The couple will be 
joining volunteers from two parishes other than their 
own, Fil -Am Church, where Romy serves as the Mis-
sionary Pastor.  The  medical outreach will be held on 
February 23, 2008 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Malabon 
Amphitheatre with some 80+ doctors and nurses and 
100+ local volunteers.  The mission team will help ad-
minister medical supplies, samples, and vitamins, all of 
which have been donated for the cause.  Every family 
will receive 25 pounds of rice, a quantity of food capable 
of sustaining a family of 4 (for two or three weeks), de-
spite costing only $10.   

This trip, which is truly a labor of love for Romy 
and Kaye, is a constantly growing endeavor.  The medi-
cine which was donated last year totaled $150,000, and 
they were able to help more than 1,000 families, up 
from 500 the previous year. This yearôs goal is to help 
3,000 families. The couple will gladly share information 
on the effort with anyone who is interested in helping 
out or learning more.  You can reach them via email at 

kcapuli@dls-llc.com or rcapuli@dls-llc.com. 

 

DLS is broadening its range of services this year with exciting new 
developments in the field of curriculum development.  Our Weekly Training 
Exercises team, a small but crucial part of our operation, is crafting interac-
tive language training lessons for both Dari and Tagalog.   

Rather than continuing the convention of separate reading and 
speaking lessons, however, our teamôs approach combines the two, at times 
incorporating interactive DVD materials as well.  This multi -faceted ap-
proach is a step up from traditional methods employed in the past, and our 
WTE team is optimistic to pioneer with similar lessons for other languages, 
such as Pashto.  DLS is proud to project a total of at least 60 of these interac-
tive, four -hour lessons for both Dari and Tagalog by the end of 2008, a re-
source which will ultimately be available to anyone, anywhere.  
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